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STOP TALKING, START LISTENING

How some companies are using the social media space for having a dialogue with consumers
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Film Bazaar sees increased activity

Fortissimo to rep 'Ship of Theseus'

By NAMAN RAMACHANDRAN
GOA, India -- India's annual Film Bazaar mart, organized by the National Film
Development Corp., saw a flurry of activity at this edition, which closed on Sunday.

Sales agents Fortissimo Films will represent debutant helmer Anand Gandhi's "The Ship
of Theseus" internationally, excluding South Asia, and has also boarded as co-producer.
Pic, which is in post, stars Egyptian thesp Aida Elkashef and Bollywood's Sohum Shah
and Neeraj Kabi.

"Lorna's Silence" associate producer Christoph Thoke has announced a January shoot
for 2010 Bazaar alumnus "Television," to be directed by Bangladesh's Mostofa Sarwar
Farooki. Thoke is producing through his Mogador Film. France's Eaux Vives Prods. is co-
producing.

The NFDC has joined helmer Q's "Tasher desh" as co-producer. Pic is a production
between India's Overdose Art, Anurag Kashap Films, Dream Digital and Belgium's Entre
Chien Et Loup. The film has just wrapped principal photography.

Bikas Mishra's "Chauranga" won the Indian tourism ministry's $20,000 award for the best
film in the 14-day co-production mart.

Four Bazaar projects -- Khanjan Kishor Nath's "The Bicycle," Haobam Paban Kumar's
"The Gun," Manjeet Singh's "Mumbai cha raja" and Satish Manwar's "What's Your
Religion?" -- have been chosen to participate in the Rotterdam Film Festival lab in 2012.



- Farah Khan’s session a
~ huge hit at Film Bazaar

Tonella Coutinho | uw

i Panaji: Farah Ehan stayed
i true to her “say it as it is” atti-
¢ tde at ber sesslon on the ftem
i numbersthe comph factor in
i Indiancinemawith Rajeev Ma-
i sand. “The Item song is an in-
¢ terruption used infilms to hold
i back the audience and stop
¢ them from taking their usual
i breaks"shesaid.

; “Item songs have been part
i of Indian cinema since Helen
i reigned. It just was not called
i an item song The item song Is
i there to ensure people were
! sucked into the film. Indians
i are obsessed with music and
: the item songs act as a hook."
! Khan, who is staying in the
i state for two days with her tri-
¢ plets, sald,

i Thesession on the 2~ day of
i the knowledge series at the
i NFDCorganized Film Bazaar
i witessed a full house

; The session was peppered
i with screenings of item songs
i of Indian cinema and funny Fa.
i rah Khan's humorous anecdo-
i teshad the audience laughing
! throughout, The choreogra-
i pher and divector shared her

couldn't make it to the shoot.
Katrina was worried about the
shirt she was wearing (Longer
than most dresses she wears)
beingtooshort,” Khan sald.

“T have choreographed a Jot
of item songs and worked with
a lot of stars. An item song
needs to be different and be
strong enough to bring the peo-
ple. One has to work with the
strengths and limitations of
the stars' dancing." she said

Songs like Mehbooba were
placed well, she said. “They did
not add anything to the narra-

tive but it did bring in the
crowds, Item songs have their
limitations. They can ensure
that people come in on the first
Friday and Saturday but after
that the film is on its own. It
needs to have substance”
Khan shared.

Khan also treated the audi-
ence o an impromptu dance
session where she taught the
audience her signature dance
mose in the item song, Munni
badnam hul. AfMer the sesshon,
the directar of Main hoon na
shared her future plans and
long standing connection with
Goa. “1 have just finished writ-
ing the script for my film Hap-
py New Yoar: My film Joker di-
rected by my husband is all set
for release,” she saikl. Khan al
S0 expressad NerVOUSIEss over
her role in an art film called
ShireenFarhad, a romcom
about two 40yearolds. *T have
realized that actresses do not
eat too much,” Khan said.

“I am a Goan at heart. My
mother lived in Calangute for
10 years. The first time | danced
was at a Goan Catholic wed-
ding Christians are inherently
good dancers, " she sald,
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Festival (and its con-
troversies) swept through it.
But the state is already roll-
ing up its pants for its next
annual cultural event, the In-
ternational Film Festival of
India(IFFID). On thesidelines
of the festival 1s Film Bazaar
2012, an annual fair for film-
makers and producers orga-
nised by the National Film
Development Corporation.

Held for the first time in
2007, the Bazaar 1s generally
considered a revival of
NFDC. Theorganisation had
been practically inactive for
vears, producing few filmsof
note. “Yes, NFDC did go
through a phase of not play-
ing an active role,” admits
managing director Nina
Lath Gupta., who moved to
the corporation in 2006 from
the Indian Revenue Service,
“The Film Bazaar was done
with the intention of carry-
Img out NFDC’s mandate
which is to promote Indian
cinemaabroad.”

The Bazaarwaslaunched
as a co-production market.
Theidea wasto bring togeth-
er film-makers on the one
hand and Indian and foreign
production companies, fes
tival programmers andsales
agents interested in buying
Indian films on the other. As
the term suggests, a single
film could be funded by sev-
eral producers. While the
madel has been around for
several years—the first film
NFDC co-produced was Ri-
chard Attenborough’s 1960
epic Gandhi —it hasonly re-
cently begun gaining cur-
rency. The corporation is it-
self  actively co-producing
films. It supported Anurag
Kashyap's 2011 film The Girl
in Yellow Boots and 1s cur-
rently co- plrxlucing Dibakar
Banerjee’s Shanghai among
other projects.

The first edition of the
Bazaar, says Gupta, had only
15 international delegates.
This vear. 150 producers,
buyers and festival organis-
ers from more than 40 coun-
tries  are participating.
“There’s tremendous inter-
estinIndiancinema,” Gupta
says. “Producers feel that In-
diaisatan exciting stage be-
tweentradition andmaodern-
1ty Thestories that comeout
of modern India—that’s
something they all look out
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NEDC which

over the years
had almost given
up promoting
arthouse films,
now does it
though its Film
Bazaar. The fifth
edition opens on
November 24

cinema

SHIP SHAPE Rajesh Shera and Vinayak Umesh Kulkarni sought co-
producers fortheir films ‘Echoes’ (top) and ‘Deool’ at the Bazaarin 2010
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for.,” The Bazam 15 open to
film-makers from across
South Asia. And some of the
successes of the previous
Bazaar, Gupta says. were Pa-
kistani director Mehreen
Jabbar's untitled project
which got an Australian co-
produwl and Dibakar Ba-
nerjee’s Shanghai that had
producers lining up to work
with him.

For independent film-
malkers, who have few soure-
esof funding,the Bazaarisa
gateway to both internation-
al markets as well as Indian
producers. A new feature of
theevent is Screening Room.
Meant for buyers. festival or-
ganisers and financiers, the
section will show more than
30 films that are in need of
funds. It willalso have a Film
Bazaar Recommendations
section in which films that

4
dls

are either complete or in the
final stages of production
will be shown. Gupta adds
that NFDC will also be set-

ting up theatres for “indus-
try screenings”. These are
shows organised by film-
makers keen to show their
movies to buyers.

SCENE STEALER

The other exciting fea-
tures about the Bazaar are
its mentorship pro-
grammes. There'sa Work-1n-
Progress Lab in which inter-
national filmwallahssuchas
Guardiam’sex-filmeritic De-
rek Maleolm, Chris Paton. a
sales agent with Fortissimo
Films, and Japanese pro-
ducer Yukie Kito will en-
tique rough-cut features and
documentaries. There's also
Sereenwriters’ Lab, an mi-

tiative started in 2008 by
NFDC in partnership with
Binger Filmlab, a film and
documentary development
centre in Amsterdam, to
mentor Indian screenwrit-
ers at aworkshop. “The first
partof the lab at Binger was
one of the finest things that
happened tomy screenplay”
savs Vasant Nath, an inde-
pendent film-maker, whose
script Sebastian Wants to Re-
mem ber was chosen for the
workshop. “Never once did
the mentors tell me what to
do. They expertly guided us
to reassess the choices we
had made.” While the initial
partof the labwasheldatthe
Venice Film Festival in Sep-
tember, the second part will
be held at the Bazaarn:

Going by all the atten-
tion 1t's getting, 1t seems
like its springtime for Indi-
anindependent cinema. But
indiefilms are almost never
seen outside events like
these. There are few distri-
bution channels for such
films and theatres are dom-
mated by commercial re-
leases, Would the NFDC di-
vert a little of its zeal into
setting up arthouse cinema
houses? Says Gupta, “We
would very much like to.”

The Film zaar will
take place from Nov 24-27 at
the Marriott in Goa. Visit

wreee film bazagrindia.com,
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India's Indie Scene Gets Boost from NFDC Film Bazaar

1:56 AM PST 11/30/2011 by Nyay Bhushan
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The Ship of Theseus

The government-run National Film Development Corp.'s annual Film Bazaar
in Goa is evolving into an essential platform for India's indie scene.

GOA - Don't call it the Indian nouvelle vague yet but the indie scene here is undergoing a
much-needed evolution to carve a space in a film culture dominated by formulaic fare.

A large part is being played by the state-run National Film Development Corp. (NFDC)
and its annual Film Bazaar event in Goa (launched in 2007) held alongside the
International Film Festival of India.

Incorporating a screenwriters' lab, co-production sessions and evaluating work-in-
progress projects, this year's Film Bazaar (which ran from Nov. 24-27) attracted about
470 delegates, compared to 400 last year, with partners including Binger Filmlab
(Netherlands), Primehouse (Germany) and Asian Film Market (Busan), among others.
“While becoming an important platform for independent cinema, Film Bazaar is also
reflecting a market atmosphere attracting Indian and international participants,” said
NFDC MD Nina Lath Gupta who was appointed in 2006 and reinvigorated the 36-
year-old institution which seemed to be languishing after its Seventies heydays when it
promoted upcoming film-makers who created a parallel cinema genre. NFDC is currently
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Etertainment tax structure will be relaxed: Soni

Speciél Correspondent

PANAJI: The entertainment
tax structure in the country
will be relaxed after it is
brought under the common
head of Goods and Services
Tax (GST), Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
(I&B) Ambika Soni said here
on Thursday.. :

Talking to journalists after
inaugurating an NFDC Film
Bazaar at the International
Film Festival of India (IFFI),
2011, here on the second day
of the festival, Ms. Soni ad-
mitted that there had been a
long-standing demand by
filmmakers to lower the en-
tertainment tax structure.

However, being a State
subject, the tax varied from
State to State.

She felt the GST would al-
low the Centre to have a uni-
form tax on entertainment.

Stating that India was
open to entering into co-pro-
duction treaties with various
countries that had a tradition

of filmmaking, the Minister °|

said India was open to sign-
ing memoranda of under-
gtanding with such countries.
She, however, ruled out fi-
naneing such projects.
Asserting that the National

Film Division Corporation

(NFDC) had a bigger role to
play in the industry, the Min-
ister said the stress was being
given to help the NFDC.

Union Minister for Informatibﬁ .and Broadcasting Ambika Soni inaugurating the Film Bazaar India
during the 42nd International Film Festival of India in Pangji on Thursday. Film director Anurag
Kashyap and Managing Director of NEDC Lath Gupta are with her. = PHOTO: PTI
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FILM BAZAAR 2011, A MARKET OF OPPORTUNITIES

The four-day long Film Bazoar to be
held ot Goa Marriott Resort & Spa, on
the sidelines of the International Film
Festival of India 2011, will introduce a

‘Maorket
this year. This

new section
Recommendations’,

section will showcase films in need of
gop finance, distribution partners and
world sales. The films included in this

programme will be presented to a select
audience comprising festival
programmers, distributors, world sales
agents and film funds.

The Film Bazaar 2011 will also host
the second working session of the
Screenwriters’ Lab 2011. The first
working session was held at the Venice
International Film Festival from
September 1 to 3, earlier this year. The
projects selected for the Lab this year are
Toxic City by Aliya Curmally, Girls by
Megho Ramaswamy, Dabba by Ritesh
Batra, Sebastian Wants to Remember by
Vasant Nath, Dear Mira by Deepti Datt,
and Dum Laga Ke HoisKo by Sharat
Katariya.

The Screenwriters' Lab 2011
workshop ensures that the participants
apply their training, ond pitch their
improved screenplays to industry
professionals from around the globe
The workshop is aimed at preparing

these screenwriters to position their
screenplays internationally. The
advisors for the Lab, this year are
Marten Rabarts, the artistic head of
Binger Filmlab; Bianca Taal, the industry
advisor of Binger Filmlab; producer,
writer and script advisor, Olivia Stewart;
and screenwriter and script advisor,
Urmi Juvekar.

Meanwhile, the three films which
have been selected in the Indian
Panorama Section of the IFFI 201 1 were
the ones mentored in the Work in
Progress Lab of Film Bazaar 2010, last
year. The Work in Progress Lab 2010
projects selected in the Indian
Panorama 2011 include Sahi Dhande
Galat Bande (Hindi) by Parvin Dabbas,
Karmayogi (Malayalam) by V K Prakash
and Boboo Band Baojo (Marathi) by
Rajesh Pinjani e
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The picturesque setting of Goa seems to be the perfect landscape for filmmakers,attending the NF| DC Film Bazaar, to share their
mutual passion for films. Director Anurag Kashyap and the Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Ambika Soni
inaugurated the event. Among the many dialogues exchanged between filmmakers abouttheir films and the industry in general,
Dibakar Banerjee was spotted having one suchconversation with Zoya Akhtar. Anurag Kashyap later joined them. Interestingly, the
trio and one more link, apart from their mutual passion for filmmaking, to bond them. Andthat was in the form of actor Abhay Deol,
who has worked with all three directors in theirrespective films. Shortly after the actor joined in the discussion between the film-

makers,others too came over to chat about the films that would be screened at the festival. -MT
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Indie cinema’s new old hope

Indie cinema’s new old hope

Sanjukta Sharma
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Updated: Fri, Nov 18 2011. 09 43 PM IST

Until a year ago, the office of the National
Film Development Corporation of India
(NFDC) at Worli's Nehru Centre, Mumbai,
was a cavernous space. Steel cabinets
crowded 1ts rooms and tables balanced

heaps of files, just as they do in a regular

government of India office. The dank,

Take two: Nina Lath Gupta (right) and Raj Chhinal at . . .
the NFDC office in Mumbai. Abhijit Bhatlekar/Mint clerical air was symptomatic of what the

public sector undertaking, established in
1975 to produce and promote good Indian cinema and facilitate the development of a
film industry, had become over more than a decade. After its golden age—NFDC acted as
one of the cradles for the parallel cinema movement in the late 1970s and 1980s—it was
drained of dynamism. The organization continued to produce some films, regional and
Hindi, but nobody heard about them because nobody promoted them. A former NFDC
official (name withheld on request) says government funds were scarce and there was

nobody in the organization who cared about change.

1of4 10/31/15,4:26 PM
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NFDC now is a different story, under the
aeqis of its year-old managing director
Nina Lath Gupta. A former bureaucrat with
the Indian Revenue Service— she quit the
service after a stint with the information
and broadcasting ministry’s film policy

department—Gupta has ensured India’s

state-run promoter of cinema gets a

Take two: Nina Lath Gupta (right) and Raj Chhinal at
the NFDC office in Mumbai. Abhijit Bhatlekar/Mint

second life. Staff strength is down from
more than 230 to around 115 skilled
employees. The offices have transformed
Into open, interactive, happy places. The organization now has two plush,
well-equipped, preview theatres available on hire for film-makers and producers for
screenings at Rs 10,000 per screening, the standard industry rate for screening venues.
NFDC recently co-produced writer-director Anurag Kashyap's That Girl in Yellow Boots
and is also co-producing Dibakar Bannerjee's forthcoming film, Shanghai. (see ‘In the
cans’). “We are not competition to the private sector. We will never be, because the
mandate is different. It is to promote cinema from different parts of India, the kind of

cinema which does not make the cut for commercial producers,” Gupta says.
Also Read | What to expect

The most recognized presence of NFDC in the world festivals and co-production market
1s the Film Bazaar. The bazaar selects projects by film-makers from South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation, or Saarc, countries and facilitates meetings with
buyers and producers from the world over. In this, its fifth year, the bazaar will be held
from 24-27 November, as part of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI), in Goa.
Buyers and distributors from more than 40 countries in Europe and Asia will
participate. Gupta says, “Our role will change according to the gaps in the industry.
Right now, there is no platform on which international producers and distributors can

meet Indian film-makers’”

A former film critic of The Guardian Derek Malcolm, a mentor at the film lab organized

20of4 10/31/15,4:26 PM
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by NFDC at this year’s Film Bazaar (the film lab takes up projects in progress for
mentoring by experts and established film-makers), says: ‘I think the bazaar is a very
useful adjunct to the festival, despite the fact that the festival authorities and Nina do
not often see eye to eye. It is principally a way for international guests to meet and talk
to Indian writers, directors and producers and its events have proved to be extremely
useful to both. The problem with the Indian industry is that it survives in a little world
of its own, and particularly the independent sector has very little contact with the

international world which might well be able to help them”

At the Cannes International Film Festival in May this time, the NFDC, says Kashyap,
was “the India pavilion we have been waiting for". Malcolm says: “The stall within the
market was not so very different, but the Indian pavilion was 100% better. It can be

improved still further if Nina is given full support. It was dreadful before.

Raja Chhinal, manager, NFDC, who has been with the organization for 16 years, is
spearheading an initiative to open small, 80- to 100-seater, theatres across India with
state-of-the-art projection and audio facilities at various cultural venues which will be
meant for non-mainstream, regional cinema, the equivalent of independent film
theatres in metros around the world. “The biggest challenge for a film-maker who has a
great film at hand but no star or the usual ingredients for commercial success, is killed
almost always at the exhibition stage. So we are creating models like that of New York's

Landmark theatres and Australia’s Cinématheque in India,’ says Chhinal.

Gurvinder Singh, whose debut film Anhey Ghore da Daan (Alms for a Blind Horse) was
produced by NFDC and mentored by the late film-maker Mani Kaul, and premiered at
the Venice International Film Festival this year, says he had complete freedom to work
the way he wanted. The film unfurls an insignificant day in the life of a Punjabi family.
The narrative'’s focus, articulated hauntingly through silences, are those who are silent
witnesses to the power equations around them. It's a film that has found takers around
the world, and is the kind of cinema, says Gupta, which fits into NFDC's aesthetic
mandate. A committee of film-makers, writers and artists is responsible for choosing

scripts, independent of the managerial team led by Gupta.
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Kashyap voices immense optimism about NFDC's potential to change the way films are
made and distributed in India. “NFDC revival is the best thing that's happened to indie
cinema in a long time. (It) all started with Film Bazaar. That Girl in Yellow Boots was at
last year's Film Bazaar, and there we met a lot of prospective buyers and
producers/funders. We got a lot of encouragement there after the entire mainstream
industry had disheartened us. Everyone told me, Don't make this film. It's career
suicide. Film Bazaar gave me strength to make it. And then it helped me release it by

co-producing it

The Film Bazaar takes place at the International Film Festival of India in Goa from
24-27 November.
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‘Genuine film people’ at NFDC's mart this November

n initiative by NFDC It has been building a plat- mart, says, “Film Bazaar is

(National Film form for over five years, and where you meet genuine film

\Development this time, popular trade maga-  people from around the world,
Corporation) in India, Film zine Screen International too  who not just produce films
Bazaar, conducts businesses,  will acknowledge the event in  but also understand them
calls buyers and distributors  print. Director, producer unlike most of our tradesmen
from various countries to pro-  Anurag Kashyap, who has from Mumbai.” It will be held

mote Indian films every year.  been a keen participant at the  in Goa on November 24, -HTC




A still from Black Swan

Prashant Singh

® prashant singh@hindustantimes. com

emember Darren
Aronofsky’s The
Wrestler (2008) and
Black Swan (2010)?
Well, the filmmaker is set for
a date with India. He plans to
hold a Master’s Class for
NFDC’s Film Bazaar (FB) on
the sidelines of the
International Film Festival of
India in Goa. Apparently,
talks with Darren are in the
final stages but the biggest
problem is that the FB dates
are clashing with one of his
upcoming films.

“Everyone is keeping their
fingers crossed. After all,
Darren is a big name in
Hollywood. And if things
work out as planned, it will
be a major attraction at the
bazaar. Officials from NFDC
are constantly in touch with
him and his team,” says an
insider involved with the
organising team. “But since
India is huge on the interna-
tional platform and there is
general excitement about
India and Indian films, we are
confident about it."

Black Swan
maker to
visit India

Darren Aronofsky -

Although Nina Lath
Gupta, CEO of NFDC,
remains non-committal about
it, FB's official spokesperson
confirms this: “Yes, we are in
conversation with Darren
Aronofsky and he has loved
the idea of coming to India.
However, our dates are
clashing with his next film.
So we will have to see if they
can be worked out. Everyone
is hopeful, as he has shown
keen interest.”

Darren Aronofsky

is likely to hold

a Master’s Class for
NFDC’s Film Bazaar
in Goa on the
sidelines of the
International Film
Festival of India

Gupta, on her part,
isn't keen on divulging
details yet. “We have
more than 40 participating
countries. And a lot of
delegates are coming in. But
we would announce the
names in a week's time.”
Film Bazaar's fifth edition
in Goa starts on November
24 and will go on till
November 27.

Darren Aronofsky is an
American film director and
screenwriter. Besides his
debut film, Pi (1998), he has
directed several big films like
Requiem for A Dream
(2000), The Wrestler and
Black Swan. He is currently
involved in the pre-produc-
tion of the HBO series
Hobgoblin and is set to
direct the pilot.

His next directorial film
project is likely to be Noah,
for which actor Christian
Bale has been approached.
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